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Whether it’s getting to work, accessing healthcare and leisure, 
or spending time with family and friends, transport underpins 
almost every part of our daily lives. The quality of our transport 
system shapes not only our economy and the strength of our 
communities, but all aspects of people’s lives in York and North 
Yorkshire.

This is a remarkable place to live, work and visit. But for too long, 
too many people have faced barriers to getting where they need 
to go. Our public transport network is not as joined-up, accessible 
or reliable as it should be, and opportunities for safe walking, 
wheeling and cycling are not always available or convenient. These 
challenges hold back the full potential of our region.

This plan sets out a clear and ambitious direction for change. It lays 
the foundations for an integrated, sustainable transport system 
that puts people first and gives everyone more choice in how they 
move around our region. It recognises the need for an integrated 
transport network, where buses, rail, active travel and the road 
network work together to support vibrant places and thriving 
communities.

An affordable, accessible and well-connected network will help 
people move around our region, and beyond, with more seamless 
journeys. Transport is key to unlocking growth for our residents and 
businesses. 

This plan is a bold and ambitious framework 
for building a healthier, more inclusive and 
better-connected future for our region.

Mayor’s 
Foreword

David Skaith,
Mayor of York and
North Yorkshire
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New Strategic 
Opportunities
The York and North Yorkshire Combined 
Authority was formally established on 1 
February 2024, meaning that decisions 
and funding will move from Westminster to 
the Combined Authority, led by an elected 
Mayor who understands our region’s needs 
and aspirations. 

Our devolution deal secured over £540 
million of investment over 30 years – 
together with the devolved Local Transport 
Grant from April 2025, this will empower the 
Mayor to drive impactful projects across the 
region that will attract further investment. 
From improved transport and housing to 
enhanced skills and a smoother transition to 
net zero, the Combined Authority will focus 
on critical areas that will benefit everyone. 

Our economic ambitions around growing 
our businesses, innovation and driving 
our global aspirations, require that we are 
well connected to neighbouring ports 
and airports (Teesport, the Humber ports, 
Leeds Bradford and Manchester Airports) 
and key economic centres – in the North, 
in the Midlands, London and across the 
UK. Achieving a modern, well-connected 
economy unlocks and enables employment 
and skills opportunities, allowing businesses 
to create digital innovations and minimise 
carbon emissions.
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Our key strategic transport assets are 
the East Coast Main Line (particularly our 
national rail hub at York), the trans Pennine 
rail route and the A1, A19, A66, A63 and A59 
road corridors, as well as the connection 
to the M62. The Combined Authority’s 
work on transport will focus on these 
strategic transport connections as they 
are fundamental to support our growth 
ambitions.

A well-connected economy 
means having strong 
infrastructure in place. 
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To shape, influence and accelerate 
the development and delivery of the 
strategic transport interventions that the 
region needs, the Combined Authority 
will work in partnership with Government 
and its agencies such as Network Rail/
Great British Railways and National 
Highways, to promote the necessary 
strategic transport investment. In some 
cases, the Combined Authority may co-
invest with Government where it means 
better integration with local needs 
and also where this will accelerate the 
delivery of infrastructure enhancements 
which are seen as important. 

The Combined Authority will make best 
use of its resources and key data to 
make and influence strategic decisions 
and prioritise investments based on local 

needs, giving the region a much stronger 
voice than it has ever had before with 
pan-regional bodes such as Transport 
for the North (TfN).

Analysis by the Institute for Government 
(illustrated below) suggests that 
York and North Yorkshire as a whole 
is above the UK average in some 
key economic indicators including 
disposable household income, skills 
and employment rates, but lags 
behind in terms of labour productivity, 
social mobility and public transport 
commuting. So we are starting from a 
strong base, but still have much to do.

...York and North Yorkshire as a 
whole is above the UK average in 
some key economic indicators...
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The Combined Authority recognises 
that there is no single set of solutions 
for such a diverse region and so 
we will be developing a range of 
interventions to meet the needs 
of different communities. Our 
constituent local authorities have 
developed and delivered transport 
services and networks at the local and 
neighbourhood level, and this should 
continue.

This Strategic Transport Framework 
is a first step in setting out how the 
Combined Authority will achieve a well-
connected economy, putting the people 
and communities of York and North 
Yorkshire at the heart of any future plans 
for the transport network that our region 
needs in order to function effectively as 

a single economic space. It highlights 
where the Mayor will concentrate 
efforts to shape a transport investment 
pipeline of the most important transport 
improvements that meets the needs of 
residents, businesses and visitors alike.
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Economic 
Framework
York and North Yorkshire is a mix of 
historic centres, thriving market towns, 
rural communities, seaside resorts 
and National Parks. Since transport is a 
derived demand, the economic, social 
and environmental outcomes that 
the Combined Authority is seeking to 
achieve will be a fundamental driver of 
any future strategy – although this will 
need a flexibility of application to reflect 
the different types of “place” within York 
and North Yorkshire.

Alongside this Strategic Transport 
Framework, the Combined Authority 
has prepared a Economic Framework, 
aimed at providing a clear strategic 
focus for its activities. This Framework 
builds on the strategic plans from the 

City of York Council and North Yorkshire 
Council alongside existing sub-regional 
strategies, such as the Routemap to 
Carbon Negative, all developed from 
wider consultations and robust evidence 
bases.

A key aim of the Framework is to improve 
York and North Yorkshire’s function as a 
single economic space which is easy to 
travel around, into and out of, to access 
education, training, health, employment 
and leisure facilities. This will reduce the 
disparities between the different parts 
of the region and improve economic 
performance throughout the region.

The Economic Framework is illustrated 
below.

Driving Transformative 
Growth for the UK in 
the North
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The Framework is 
underpinned by three 
strategic ambitions:

Transition to a 
carbon negative 
region: A carbon 
negative, circular 
and more resilient 

economy

Deliver good 
economic growth: 

A global, innovative, 
productive economy 

with strong and 
thriving businesses

Increase 
opportunities for 
all: A thriving and 

inclusive economy.
Health and wellbeing has been 
embedded across the Framework, 
recognising the role in supporting 
the wider determinants of health (e.g. 
transport/air quality, good housing, 
good jobs etc.). Strategic transport will 
play a key role in delivering our ambitions 
– good economic growth in a way 
the moves us towards being a carbon 
negative region, but with opportunity 
and better quality of life for all.


