


Funding Criteria


Strategic Alignment (Priority Sectors)

Applicant should demonstrate that the apprenticeship supports one or more of our priority growth sectors:

☐  Food & Farming Innovation
☐  Engineering Biology & Life Sciences
☐  Clean Energy / Net Zero
☐  Rail Innovation & Secure Technologies
☐  Creative Industries
☐  Visitor Economy (Tourism, Hospitality)
☐  Retail
☐  Health & Social Care
☐  Manufacturing (Advanced / Traditional)
☐  Education & Skills


Economic Impact & Local Growth

☐  Contributes to regional economic growth priorities
☐  Addresses local labour market skills shortages
☐  Supports SMEs or supply chain resilience


Social Value & Inclusion
☐  Targets underrepresented or disadvantaged groups (e.g. NEETs, care leavers, disabled individuals)
☐  Provides opportunities in deprived or priority areas
☐  Demonstrates commitment to equality, diversity & inclusion


Employer Commitment
☐  Demonstrates long-term workforce development strategy
☐  Commitment to retain apprentices post-completion where possible


Innovation & Future Skills
☐ Supports emerging or future-facing skills (e.g. AI, green tech, digitalisation)
☐ Contributes to transition to net zero / sustainability goals

Local / Regional Benefit
☐  Apprenticeship opportunities based within York and North Yorkshire
☐  Benefits local residents directly
☐  Strengthens local supply chains or key employers



